Quinceatiera program honors five young women

ing-of-a e ceremony, ﬂ._“a;w

Local teem are i iy oo mo R tly *,
Cm&mlhs for amv ‘i ,'.hbnppbﬁafhighlighmfmy
evening at Olvera tive Latina roll models, a network
g o of organizations preses ted'mu{ﬂ.
Sm ceremony~ . to the Latino community and soci-
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“We thought this was lmel'-

Walt Disney Home
tainment.”

Community orgmiuﬁom sub-
mitted their nominations of young
girls who met the criteria of excep-
tional students, contributors to
their families and to the Latino

Enter-

_community. A select panel of

judges from the community tack-
led the submissions and narrowed

GELES — Dtgmmes :
of the La;mo community, with the
support of Walt Disney Home
Entertainment honored five young
Latinas ~ at the Community
Cinderellas Qumceaﬂera, a com-

tant,” said Margie Hernandez, on :
‘behalf of Walt Disney Home
. Entertainment. “The girls wouldn’t
mmally get this  type of attenﬂon.

~them down to the five most out-

is young had such a sense of
sibility, not only to them-
but to their families and to

Teen role model honored

ctmnusmmu
said. {

“This event was a celebration
f the success and unlimited
rotential of ﬁve exceptional

'oung ladies,” Los Angeles City

“ouncilwoman Wendy Greuel
aid. “These young ladies were
reated to an evening of glamour
J celebrate their evolution into
vomanhood and to honor their
ommitment to their communi-
es and to themselves. They are
uly the leaders of tomorrow.”

The word Quinceafiera comes
‘om the Spanish quince “15.”
a Fiesta Quinceafiera is a rite
f passage for 15-year-old

Latina girls. The young girls are
symbolically escorted into wom-
anhood by their families and
friends and the event is wit-
nessed by their community. The
origin of the Quinceafiera is
often - attributed to the ancient
customs of Aztecs, but the cere-

mony and meaning behind it is

similar to other ancient cultural
initiation rites that occurred
throughout the world.

The ceremony embraces reli-
gious traditions and the virtues
of family and social responsibil-
ity. The custom is still a celebra-

tion of the young girl and a

recognition of her journey from

childhood to maturity.

It is said that traditionally,
immediately after the ceremony,
the young girls are treated like
women, as if they have magical-
ly walked through the doorway
from childhood to matunty

“We wanted the main goal of
the ‘Community Cinderellas
Quinceafiera’ to highlight the
positive things that Latina
women are doing as well as a
coming-of-age ° ceremony,”
Hernandez said. “We didn’t
want to limit it to 15-year-olds,
so we expanded it a bit. The
important thing is that they get
recognition,”

their commumty It blew me
away,” said panelist Zenaida

Mendoza, owner and president of

Nuevo Ink Design. “Especially
since schooling was never tradi-
tionally a priority for girls in
Latino families. I liked the fact
that Walt Disney gave us the
opportunity to highlight them.”
The five finalists chosen for
their academic excellence and

: o7 . service to the community were
- “It was amazing to me that girls

twins Natalie and Crystal Carrilo,

16; Eunice Hernandez, 14; Luz
and Rocio

Rodriguez, 17

Rodriguez, 17.

“These girls really are like
Cinderellas,” Mendoza said.
They're hard-working girls, I'm
sure they’ll have their happy end-
in

%Each of the girls have aspn‘&-
tions that collectively cover the1
sphere of community service
careers including teaching, poli-
tics, big business and the health
service Industry.

“I want to come back to my
community and give a helping-
healing hand,” Natalic Carillio

Luz Rodriguez, Crystal Corrilo, ROCIO Rodriguez, Natalie Comlo and Eunice Hernande,
dress like Cinderella awaiting her carriage for festivities in their honor at Olvera Stree

recently. They were honored as positive Latina teen role models at a quinceanera—h
event at the historic Pico House.



